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Grand Knight’s Message 
 
Despite what the calendar makers might say, September marks the beginning of a new year for most of 
us. Summer vacations are over, the kids are back in school, and the Eagles are playing again. Supreme 
tells us the Columbian Year began on July 1st but our council really rouses from its summertime 
slumber in September. And what’s a New Year without some resolutions? Some suggestions (No, 
losing 15 pounds isn’t one of them) to help us become better Knights include: 
 

·  Take 12- Even though we all joined the Knights with the intention of being an active member, 
the pressures of our commitments to family, job, and social life seems to sap away the time we 
thought we could devote to our Order. Why not resolve to Take 12 for the Knights this year? 
Attend two business meetings (the first Wednesday of each month), lend a hand at a pancake 
breakfast, make sandwiches for the homeless, attend a first degree (or get your advanced 
degree!), come to the Memorial Mass in November- that’s twelve hours right there! Check the 
calendar and make your own plan to Take 12! 

·  Review your insurance coverage – Don’t forget that one of the many benefits of being a knight 
is our world-class financial programs. Besides offering super competitive life insurance, the 
Knights offer other fantastic financial services. Two of them are Long Term Care Insurance 
and the new VANTAGE annuity with interest rates that are competitive with bank CD’s. Our 
Insurance Agent Jim Mullin will be glad to discuss these benefits with you and you family. 

·  Socialize with your Brother Knights - We aren’t all good work and no play! Come to one of our 
social meetings and shoot the breeze with your Brothers! If you want to enjoy the great 
outdoors while watching the ponies go through their paces, come to our Annual Council picnic 
at the Delaware Park on September 9th. It’s a BYOF (food) affair and a nice day for the family. 

·  Spend some time with Jesus - Sure we all attend Mass each week, and we even try to sing every 
hymn, but a Knight is dedicated to the Heavenly Court and should go that extra mile for Our 
Lord. Pray the Rosary with the Council before any Business Meeting; join a Bible group; 
volunteer to assist at Mass; or go on retreat. There are lots of ways we can serve Jesus. Check 
out the parish bulletin or speak with one of our three tremendous priests if you need more ideas. 

As you can see, there are lots of resolutions we can make for the new Columbian Year; it’s just a 
matter of deciding what to do and sticking to it!  
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Bill Harris 
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Welcome to Our Newest Member 
 
We extend a hearty welcome to Charles J. Wagner who has transferred in from Bishop Monaghan 
Council 2872. Charles is 93 and retired. He and his wife Marie live on Duncan Road. An Honorary 
Life Member, Charles can be reached at 994-3783. Many of you have probably already seen him since 
he is a long time patron of our pancake breakfasts. If you haven’t yet met him, stop by the hall on any 
second Sunday of the month and say hello. 
  
Accolades Accumulate for an Outstanding Oldiges 
 
Steve Oldiges was honored once again with the presentation of a Certificate of Appreciation from the 
Delaware State Council at our meeting on August 15th. The commendation was “in appreciation for 
continued support and participation in the Priesthood Sunday program.” Steve is Chairman of the 
program that was started last year to recognize our priests for all they do in service to the church. Not 
one to rest on his laurels, he has already planned for messages to be placed again this year on roadside 
billboards spanning the state from Claymont to the beaches during the month of October. (Now, since 
he’s rumored to have exhausted the wall space at home and he’s too young to have a museum with his 
name on it, maybe he needs a billboard of his own that’s large enough to hold all the honors he’s 
earned!) Congratulations Steve on a job well done. 
 
Our Sky Pilot’s Report 
 
Father Cocco told everyone at our meeting on the 15th how much he enjoyed attending the Knights of 
Columbus’ Supreme Convention in Nashville last month. That was even after he got bumped from his 
original hotel due to overbooking and after he wound up wearing dinner. (The waiter asked if he 
wanted dressing for his salad. Father C said yes and the waiter then accidentally spilled it down his 
back. Our famously good natured chaplain reacted by telling the fumble fingered food server “I meant 
on my lettuce.”) In addition to participating in the sessions, Father got to meet Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson and attend to a number of presentations to and by Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal 
Tarcisio Bertone. (For those of you wondering about the caption, “sky pilot” is a synonym for 
chaplain. So are “sin hound” and “pulpiteer”. Everyone should have a copy of Roget’s Thesaurus – it 
would make routine conversations so much more fun!) 
  
First Degree Scheduled 
 
Our council will hold a First Degree in lieu of our scheduled social meeting on September 19th. 
Candidates should arrive at 7:00 PM. The degree starts at 7:30 PM. If it’s been a while since you took 
your own first degree and you’d like to see it again as an observer this time or you just want to join 
your fellow knights in giving our newest members a warm welcome, then plan on attending this 
special event. Remember though, you need to be on time as no one is admitted once the degree starts. 
 
Flip Flap Fun 
 
Flap as in flapjacks. Our first breakfast of the season is on September 9th. Remember those resolutions 
our Worthy Grand Knight spoke of? Contact Steve Oldiges at 234-8150 or sjbkofc@hotmail.com to 
volunteer or you could just show up to help but then Steve would lose ten pounds worrying that there 
won’t be enough men to staff the event and you wouldn’t want to be responsible for that would you?  
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Al Fresco Feast in the Fields  
 
Well, not so much “fields” as a sun dappled parkland setting and the “feast” depends on what you 
bring with you but it is al fresco dining. So put September 9th 
between 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM on your calendar and join your fellow 
knights and their families at Delaware Park for our annual 
council picnic. There’s peace and quiet for the adults, fun and games 
for the kids and it’s as close as you’re going to get to some 
exciting horse races without actually being in the saddle.   
Basketball courts and a volleyball court (bring your own equipment) 
are available. The picnic area adjoins the warm up track so the small ones can get a close look at the 
horses before they enter the track. There’s an air conditioned field house for the environmentally 
challenged and plenty of food and drink available for purchase for those who want a day 
away from the grocery store and the stove. Parking is free. The races 
and slot machines are not so bring your own quarters or 
mad money in case you have an epiphany 
where you see the winner of 
the next race or one of the nags in 
the warm up area trots over and whinnies 
“See you in the winner’s circle” in your ear.   All 
kidding aside though, everyone had a great time last 
year so don’t miss out on the fun this year. Parking next to the picnic area is 
accessible from the Delaware Park entrance on Route 4 near Christiana Hospital and the Home Depot. 
It’s a ten minute drive from SJB and the entire area is handicapped friendly. 
 
The Party’s Over – Now Get Back to Work! 
 
Just kidding. Juuuuuuuust kidding. We do go back to our twice a month meeting schedule in 
September however. (You didn’t think our new GK was going to keep wining and dining us at social 
meetings only did you?) Our regular business meeting will be September 5th at 7:30 PM, preceded by 
the rosary at 7:00 PM. A First Degree replaces the social meeting on September 19th at 7:30 PM. All 
meetings will continue to be held in the Conference Room in the hall. 
 
Candy Contributes to Kids Catholicity 
 
Pauline Berlingieri, Director of Religious Education here at SJB, publicly thanked our council for its 
contribution to the Kennedy Program during the annual meeting of CCD instructors on August 28th. 
The $1,058 donated represents the net proceeds from our Tootsie Roll Drive. The money will be used 
to buy classroom materials for the kids enrolled in the Kennedy Program – a class established to teach 
the mentally handicapped children of our parish about our faith and to prepare them to receive the 
sacraments. The donation is especially timely as the program will be the largest one ever this year and 
the books and materials were needed.  The announcement was well received by the three dozen or so 
staff and instructors who volunteer their time for eight months a year to bring our Catholic faith to 
preschool children and public school students in grades 1 through 9 enrolled in our parish’s Sunday 
School and CCD program. 



September 2007 

Pius X Council Celebrates It’s 50th  
 
Our brother knights at Pius X Council are celebrating their 50th anniversary with a mass in St. 
Anthony’s Church at 5:30 PM on Saturday, September 8th. It will be followed by a dinner in the 
council hall located at Scott and Lancaster Streets in Wilmington. Anyone who’s ever had dinner at the 
council hall knows Pius X has some great cooks and what better way to spend a summer evening than 
enjoying good food in the company of friends and fellow knights? Hors d’oeuvres and dinner are 
$25.00 per person. There’s a cash bar. Live music and dancing will follow to allow you to work off 
dinner or dazzle everyone with your footwork. Contact Gene Dzielak at 658-0351 or Herb Casalena at 
571-0149 to make reservations.   
 
Thinking of Buying a New Car… 
  
… but hate the idea of going car shopping? Have we got the solution for you! Step one: volunteer to 
park cars at a U of D football game. Step two: Scan the cars as they enter the lot and park the ones you 
like in your very own designated viewing area. Step three: Kick the tires and check for your desired 
amenities at your leisure once the game has started 
(and the owners are a safe distance away.) Step 
four: make a list of the makes and models you like 
and then look up the appropriate dealership in the 
yellow pages once you get home. Step five: buy the 
car you have selected. There you have it – no 
driving around to multiple dealerships, no 
pesky salesmen, no hours spent at Vehix.com 
looking at miniature two dimensional cars - just a quick easy review of everything Detroit and Tokyo 
have to offer. You’ll have three home games in September to do your shopping at. So check the Events 
Calendar below and then contact Joe Mahoney at 998-1774 or dmyhoney@peoplepc.com to volunteer. 
(If you thought this was going in the direction of taking home the car you liked best from the football 
game, you’re in the wrong organization and we will be keeping an eye on you at future games.) 
  
A New Knights of Columbus Annuity Product is Introduced 
 
The K of C has developed another great tool for ensuring your financial future. This VANTAGE 
annuity is available to knights and their spouses up to age 83. You can lock in to an interest rate that is 
guaranteed for five years. That interest grows tax deferred until it is withdrawn. Special renewal 
options allow you to lock in for an additional five years. You can make an annual withdrawal of up to 
10% of your accumulated value once each year. There are no administration fees. The program accepts 
direct transfers and rollovers from existing IRA’s and deposits can be set up as an IRA, a ROTH 
account, etc. Upon the death of an annuitant, the surviving spouse can elect to: A) Receive a lump sum 
distribution immediately if needed; B) Take a monthly income guaranteed for life; or, C) Continue the 
annuity for as long as you like with the same privileges as before. The minimum deposit is $25,000. 
Your investment is safe with an organization with over $13 billion in assets that is rated A+++ 
(Superior) and AAA (Extremely Strong) by the insurance industry. 
 
To take advantage of this new VANTAGE Series from the Knights of Columbus, contact our council 
field agent Jim Mullen at 302-373-0372 or 410-648-6908 or by email at mullen343@aol.com. 
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Event Calendar 
 

September 
 
2 7:00 PM First Degree – St. Pius X Council Scott & Lancaster Sts, Wilmington 
5 7:00 PM Council Rosary   Conference Room 
5 7:30 PM Council 11796 Business Meeting Conference Room 
8 3:00 PM U of D Parking (West Chester) Lot 9 
8 5:30 PM 50th Anniv. Mass Pius X Council St Anthony’s Church 
8 6:30 PM 50th Anniv. Dinner/Social Pius X Council Hall 1801 Lancaster Ave. Wilm. 
9 7:30 AM Pancake Breakfast   Parish Hall  
9 1:00 PM Council Picnic    Delaware State Park (Rte 4 Entrance) 
14 7:00 PM Second Degree – Pius X Council Scott & Lancaster Sts, Wilmington 
15 11:30 AM U of D Parking (Rhode Island) Lot 9 
19 7:30 PM First Degree Exemplification  Conference Room 
29 3:00 PM U of D Parking (Monmouth)  Lot 9 
30 6:00 PM Set up Respect Life Memorial SJB Parking Lot 
 

October 
 
3 7:00 PM Council Rosary   Conference Room 
3 7:30 PM Council 11796 Business Meeting Conference Room 
6 10:00 AM Columbus Day Ceremony 
7 7:00 PM First Degree – St. Pius X Council Scott & Lancaster Sts, Wilmington 
13  8:00 AM U of D Parking (Northeastern) Lot 9 
14 7:30 AM Pancake Breakfast   Parish Hall 
17 7:30 PM Council 11796 Social Meeting Conference Room 
28   Priesthood Sunday 

 
November 

 
2 1:15 PM Third Degree – Seton Council Bear – Christiana Road 
3  8:00 AM U of D Parking (James Madison) Lot 9 
4 7:00 PM First Degree – St. Pius X Council Scott & Lancaster Sts, Wilmington 
7 7:00 PM Council Rosary   Conference Room 
7 7:30 PM Council 11796 Business Meeting Conference Room 
10  1:00 PM U of D Parking (Richmond)  Lot 9 
11 7:30 AM Pancake Breakfast   Parish Hall 
17  1:00 PM Ronald McDonald House 
17 9:00 AM Fourth Degree    Sheraton Hotel in Dover 
21 6:30 PM 11796 Memorial Mass & Dinner Church & Parish Hall 
21 7:30 PM Council 11796 Social Meeting Conference Room 
28 6:30 PM Ministry of Caring Sandwich Prep Parish Hall 


